LEAF COLLECTION & TREE IDENTIFICATION PROJECT
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DUE DATE: __________




 WORTH: 100 points

Objectives:

· To become familiar with the varieties of trees native to our area.

· To learn the method of leaf identification and classification.

· To have the opportunity to be outdoors appreciating and making observations about your environment.
· To create an identification book of native trees. 
Collection:
· Collect a total of 10 leaves selecting from the list below. Leaves should be organized in alphabetical order using their common names.

· Extra credit will be awarded for the collection of additional leaves. Students may collect up to 1 bonus leaf. The amount of extra credit depends on the accuracy of the information collected about leaf. Please be sure to mark the leaves that you would like counted for extra credit and put them at the end of the project. 
· Identify BOTH the COMMON NAME and the SCIENTIFIC NAME for each tree. The common name and scientific name are not written in the same format. The scientific name should be written in italics or underlined. The Genus name is capitalized and the species name is not capitalized. (Ex., Homo sapiens)

· Identify the following information about each leaf: type of leaf (simple or compound), leaf arrangement (alternate or opposite), and leaf margins (entire or smooth, dentate, lobed, and serrated or saw-toothed).
· Identify in a complete sentence two usages for the tree.
· Identify in complete sentences a description of the bark and fruit. Do not copy words directly from the website given.

· A photograph of each tree must be present for each leaf sample taken. These are your photographs taken of the tree where you got the leaf, not pictures from the Internet!
Leaf List: (Choose 10 from the list; anything extra will be considered for bonus points)
· American Beech, American Chestnut, American Elm, Black Ash, Black Locust, Black Oak, Black Walnut, Black Willow, Box Elder, Buckeye, Catalpa, Chestnut Oak, Choke Cherry, Colorado Blue Spruce, Common Honeylocust, Common Sassafras, Cucumbertree Magnolia, Eastern Hemlock, Eastern White Pine, Flowering Dogwood, Northern Red Oak, Norway Maple, Paper Birch, Pin Oak, Quaking Aspen, RedBud, Red Maple, Silver Maple, Sugar Maple, Sycamore, Tulip Tree (Yellow Poplar), White Ash, White Oak, Sweet Gum. 
Notes: 
· Collect only whole leaves.

· Start immediately to find good specimens. Leaves with holes or color changes are not the best. 
· Try and collect leaves that have fallen. Try and collect as many leaves from your neighborhood as you can. You may need to visit some areas or parks outside of your neighborhood as well.
Mounting:
· Leaves should be pressed for a couple of days before mounting. To flatten, place a leaf between sheets of paper and place heavy books on top of them so that they will be pressed flat. 

· Leaves can be laminated, if you choose. This would certainly help preserve them.

Helpful Hints:
· BE AWARE OF POISON – “IF IT IS IN LEAVES OF THREE, LET IT BE!!!”

· For help in identification, use the attached handout, tree identification books, http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/commontr/  web site, and knowledgeable friends and family. In addition, students will be given the chance to sign out tree identification books for up to two nights. 
· For iPad or iPhone: App – Leaf Snap
